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W
e are very proud to announce 
that the pediatric brain tumor 
research program at Children’s 

Hospital Colorado has been named  
The Morgan Adams Foundation Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Research Program. This  
distinction recognizes the integral role  
our organization has played in the growth 
of the Neuro-Oncology research program 
for more than 17 years.  

Support from The Morgan Adams Foundation enables the funding of important 
studies that would otherwise not be possible. We invest in these studies in order to 
participate in bringing novel research projects forward into subsequent therapeutic 
interventions whenever possible -- with the hope of improving outcomes across 
the spectrum of pediatric brain tumors. “Funding from The Morgan Adams Foun-
dation has been crucial to developing and building out all of the activities of the 
Pediatric Brain Tumor Research Program,” said Nicholas Foreman, MD. “Indeed, 
it is the vital cog without which none of our successes would be possible.” Nick 
founded the Neuro-Oncology Department in 1995 and holds the Tanner Seebaum 
and Zachary Tschetter Chair in Neuro-Oncology at Children’s Hospital Colorado.

Neuro-Oncology Program Lead Rajeev Vibhakar, MD agreed. “I can say with com-
plete certainty that the neuro-onc research program would not exist at its current 
level of success nor would we be facing the bright future we are without The  
Morgan Adams Foundation as our fundamental partner.” 

To date, The Morgan Adams Foundation has funded more than $4.2 million in pedi-
atric cancer research projects at leading institutions across the country. That funding 
has been the springboard for more than $9 million in additional funding from larger 
organizations also focused on funding critically needed pediatric cancer research. 

Announcing The Morgan Adams Foundation  
Pediatric Brain Tumor Research Program
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Together, doctors and researchers 
in The MAF Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Research Program have published 
64 peer-reviewed manuscripts 
in the last 5 years, an impressive 
number of papers accepted for 
publication within the field of 
pediatric neuro-oncology and 
another indicator of the strength 
of the program. Publication in  
scientific journals is critical to verify 
the science and communicate 
findings to pediatric brain tumor 
colleagues around the world. 
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ABOUT MORGAN ADAMS FOUNDATION

The Morgan Adams Foundation is a 501(c) 3
organization dedicated to improving the 
quality of life and survival rates of children 
diagnosed with pediatric cancer. Founded 
in October of 2003, the organization is 
inspired by the memory of Morgan, whose 
life was taken in 1998 by a brain tumor when 
she was 6 years old, and all the children 
and young adults we have come to know 
who are bravely battling this disease. 

THE MORGAN ADAMS FOUNDATION  
5303 E. Evans Ave, Suite #200  
Denver, CO 80222, 303-758-2130  
www.morganadamsfoundation.org

FOUNDERS   
Steven Adams & Joan Slaughter 
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Bari DeJaynes | John Dudasch | Dan Kelly 

Arthur Liu, MD | Michelle Maynard 
Jeff McPherson | Eric Neeper | Chris Odell 
Brian Stieritz | In Memoriam: Steven 
Adams and Brett Derosier
 
STAFF AND OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
Joan Slaughter, Executive Director
Bonnie Bailey, Operations
Robin French, Operations
Joe Hayes, Development
Kirby Lind, Special Events
Namie Liu, Office Support
Tammie Mantz, Accounting
Rachelle Montanaro, Webmaster
Meg Periman, Communications
Andy Pollet, Office Support
Cindi Pollet, Office Support
Amy Reynolds, Special Projects
Carrie Thomas, Corporate Partnerships
Liz Vehlow, Special Events

A
ndy Donson has been an integral part of the 
research lab since it first opened its doors in  
1995. “I was a biochemistry major in England,  

and I started working with Nick Foreman in 1993 at the 
University of Bristol. Nick was hired to start a neuro- 
oncology program at Children’s Hospital Colorado in  
1995, and I followed him here.”

THE BEGINNING
“Originally, it was just me in the lab, and Nick was treating 
patients. We were the only people in the region treating 
neuro-oncology patients at the time. Then, the Morgan 
Adams factor kicked in. They began working with us in 
1999 and when we started gene research in 2004,  
Morgan Adams funded our first gene chipping project.  
We had already started banking samples from tumors, so 
we had great resources to start with. We started getting 
more data, becoming more successful, more papers  
published, and establishing more of a presence with  
the brain tumor research community.”

COLLABORATION LEADING TO SUCCESS
Based on the gene mapping work MAF supported and 
through a series of funding grants from The Tanner  
Seebaum Foundation, “we recently managed to establish 
cell lines for a tumor, called ependymoma, for which none 
were previously available. This is a major breakthrough  
as it opened the door to a number of large projects in  
our laboratory, such as screening large numbers of  
anti-cancer drugs and immunotherapeutic approaches.

This is a big deal. An epen-
dymoma is usually a grade 2 
or grade 3 tumor. No one has 
found a chemotherapy that 
works. The cure rate is less than 
50 percent and recurrences are common. We had been 
trying for years to grow the tumor cells in the lab and 
now that we are successful, we suddenly have the means 
to test drugs to see what is effective in fighting the tumor.”

There is a lot of passion around helping kids with brain 
tumors. The research is still more than 90% funded by the 
private sector, which is why these organizations are so 
important. It is a very powerful thing when their missions 
are in such harmony. Collaboration between doctors and 
researchers and between nonprofit organizations is key to 
furthering critical pediatric brain cancer research.

 

RESEARCHER SPOTLIGHT:  
Andy Donson, Senior Research Associate
The Morgan Adams Foundation Pediatric Brain Tumor Research Program

FOLLOW 
MAF! 
We share news and updates 
about our research, Ambas-
sadors, and events on social 
media daily!  
 

Follow us! 
@MorganAdamsFdn

NEXT STEPS 
“We have successfully tested FDA-approved chemo-
therapy drugs on the tumor cells and we are hoping 
to launch a clinical trial soon, through the Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Consortium or the Children’s Oncology Group. 
In this way we hope to identify an effective treatment 
for ependymoma, that up until now have been insen-
sitive to anything other than surgery and radiation. This 
is a perfect example of putting the lab into the clinic.”
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Children’s Colorado is Newest Member  
of Pediatric Brain Tumor Consortium
National group of 12 institutions specializes in  
developing new treatments for children with  
brain cancer.

T
he Neuro-Oncology Depart-
ment of the Center for Cancer 
and Blood Disorders at  

Children’s Hospital Colorado is the 
newest member of the Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Consortium (PBTC). 

PBTC is a National Cancer Institute 
cooperative group comprised of 
12 academic centers and children’s 
hospitals across the United States. 
Members are competitively selected 
based on their scientific excellence 
and clinical expertise in pediatric 
brain tumors.

The mission of the PBTC is to  
contribute rapidly and effectively to 
the understanding and cure of these 
tumors through multi-center, multi-
disciplinary studies and clinical trials.

“Participation in the consortium will 
increase the access to novel treat-
ment approaches for our patients,” 
said Katie Dorris, MD, neuro-oncologist 
at Children’s Hospital Colorado. 

Dr. Dorris is the principal investigator 
for the consortium and Rajeev  
Vibhakar MD, PhD, Program Lead 
of the Children’s Neuro-Oncology 
Group, is co-principal investigator. 

This makes Children’s Hospital  
Colorado a member site of most of 
the largest cooperative clinical trial 
groups that treat children with can-
cer. Dr. Dorris cited several likely  
reasons that Children’s Colorado  
was selected: 

¡ Unique combination of skilled 
clinical providers with expertise 
in pediatric neuro-oncology and 
experimental therapeutics  

¡ Robust clinical research  
infrastructure  

¡ Productive neuro-oncology  
basic science/translational  
research program

¡ Large and varied patient population 
in a geographic region not served 
by any other PBTC institution 

“In particular, 
the labora-
tory-based 
research 
efforts, largely 
supported 
over the  
lifetime of  
the neuro-
oncology pro-
gram by The 
Morgan Adams Foundation,  
have generated exciting preclinical 
discoveries that have been translated 
already into institutional clinical  
trials at Children’s Hospital Colorado 
and more that will serve as rationale 
for future proposed trials that may 
run through PBTC,” said Dr. Dorris. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE  
PEDIATRIC BRAIN TUMOR  
CONSORTIUM AT  
WWW.PBTC.ORG.

COLORADO GIVES DAY IS DECEMBER 5TH

S
upport The Morgan Adams Foundation on Colorado 
Gives Day! The mission of The Morgan Adams 
Foundation is to raise money and awareness on 

behalf of children with cancer. We directly fund pediatric 
cancer research and therapies that will improve survival 
rates and reduce the devastating side-effects cancer 
treatments have on our children. 

Colorado’s largest one-day online giving movement,  
presented by Community First Foundation and FirstBank, 
is coming up and we need your support! 

On Tuesday, December 5, 2017, thousands of donors will 
come together to support Colorado nonprofits like ours. 
Last year we raised $34,000. This year, our goal is to raise 
$50,000 and shine a light on the work your dollars are 

doing. With your support, we can fund even more  
promising research! Pre-schedule your donation beginning 
November 1 at www.coloradogives.org/morganadams-
foundation. 

Also, follow us on social media and share our posts to 
help spread the word about the important research  
we’re funding.
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WE’RE GIVING GOLD 
ANOTHER REASON  
TO BE VALUABLE!
Chocolove founder, Tim Moley, has teamed up with 
The Morgan Adams Foundation to fund critical 
research into developing gold nanoparticles as a 
less invasive drug delivery mechanism for kids with 
brain tumors. They have agreed to help us raise $50,000 
and have created, JUST FOR US, premium salted caramel-filled Belgian dark 
chocolates dusted with real gold.

These chocolates are a great holiday gift for everyone on your list! $20 for 
a dozen chocolates beautifully presented in a red gift box. Online ordering 
will be available on November 10th at www.chocolove.com. To place an order 
before November 10th, please call Chocolove at 888-246-2656.  

Follow us on Facebook for regular updates and news about availability!

Bonnie Bailey has been involved with MAF for the past 
several years. She has become an integral part of our 
office volunteer corps, coming in once a week to help 
with various administrative and special project tasks. We 
are so grateful to Bonnie for her time and energy and are 
happy to have gotten to know her!

How did you first get involved with MAF?
I first learned of MAF in 2011 from staff at Children’s  
Hospital Colorado. I had my first personal interaction 
with a MAF event when as a family we ran Grace’s Race 
in 2014. It was cold and rainy on race day, but spirits were 
high as everyone running seemed focused on the hope 
of funding research to help children battling cancer. I am 
a bit of a slogger when I run, but I’m sure I ran faster that 
day due to the cold!

Why do you volunteer at MAF?
My grandson Conner was diagnosed with desmoplastic 
medullablastoma in 2011 and so our family knows  
first-hand the importance of research. We are grateful  
for the people who donated years ago to fund pediat-
ric cancer research, we are grateful for the founders of 
Children’s Hospital, we are grateful for the medical staff 
that works tirelessly on behalf of the children, and we are 
grateful for MAF for continuing the work. Conner is doing 
well as a bright, lively 8-year-old boy - he and his two 
younger brothers keep me on my toes! 

What do you find most rewarding about  
working with MAF?
It is great to work together with others who have the 
same desire to find better, more effective, and less  

toxic treatments for children  
battling cancer. I find it reward-
ing to see people from so many 
walks of life all with the same 
hope and purpose.  

What do you do when you’re not 
volunteering for MAF?
I am a former high school special education teacher  
and currently am self-employed providing advocacy 
and coaching for adults living with disability. I enjoy  
the process of supporting individuals to reach as  
much independence as possible and find meaningful 
work they enjoy. I am married to Bruce, and we have  
3 adult children and 4 grandchildren (3 boys and a 
granddaughter). During the summer months, we love 
to spend time at a family cabin in the mountains of  
New Mexico.

What project are you most excited about?
I am currently helping with a MAF fundraiser involving 
chocolate. I love chocolate so that part seems like a 
good fit for me; but, I must admit fundraising is a new 
endeavor for me so I am being stretched in that regard.

What do you wish other people knew about  
MAF or pediatric cancer?
More than anything, I hope people can grasp a strong 
sense of hope for the future of children battling cancer. 
I hope that the doctors will know there is a large army 
of people supporting their important research, and that 
families in the midst of a diagnosis recognize they are 
not alone.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Bonnie Bailey

artma 
February 10

Zach’s Chili Challenge 
March 3

Grace’s Race 
April 29

Sill-TerHar Motors  
Kentucky Derby Party 
May 5

RMVR Race Against 
Kids’ Cancer   
August 4 & 5

The Morgan Adams  
Concours d’Elegance 
September 8

SAVE THE DATE
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W
e are incredibly proud to have partnered with 

Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing for the  

Motorized Madness Media Challenge and  

the Race Against Kids’ Cancer for the past 7 years!  

This year, RMVR members set a goal to purchase an  

IncuCyte ZOOM machine for The Morgan Adams  

Foundation Pediatric Brain Tumor Research Program at  

Children’s Hospital Colorado. The theme for the year’s  

event was appropriately, “ZOOM to Victory!”  

The 7th Annual Race Against Kids’ Cancer featured several new  

components, including the introduction of RAKC Ambassadors to  

represent each run group in a friendly fundraising competition to 

win the RAKC Ambassador Award, as well as a the Schomp ProAm 

race where amateur drivers were chosen based on who fundraised 

the most. Race weekend was inspirational with many MAF Ambassadors 

coming out and incredibly exciting with a full slate of races and the 

once-in-a-lifetime ProAm race. The Ambassador Award was won 

by the Formula Ford Run Group, represented by MAF Ambassador 

Trevor and captained by Kirk Peterson. Most amazing of all, the 

2017 Race Against Kids’ Cancer raised more than $191,000 to  

purchase the IncuCyte ZOOM and fund life-saving pediatric  

cancer research.

And the summer just got better from there!  
The weather for the 15th Annual Morgan Adams Concours 

d’Elegance was spectacular and the planes, cars, and  

motorcycles were perfectly complemented by an amazing  

sunset. We recognized the committee members, volunteers, 

and sponsors who have been with us for all 15 years of this 

event. We celebrated with one of the best flight demonstra-

tions we’ve ever had, including an inverted airplane cutting  

a ribbon held across the runway and a night flight demonstra-

tion complete with choreography and fireworks! We were  

surrounded by more than a dozen MAF Ambassadors who 

told us the things they’re thankful for and how they like to 

spend their time. We stayed a bit later than normal to watch 

the Mayweather/McGregor fight. 

Thank you to every sponsor, donor, attendee, and volunteer who 

helped us put on the events of the Morgan Adams Foundation 

Summer Speedway Series: the RC Car Painting Party, the  

Motorized Madness Media Challenge, the Race Against Kids’  

Cancer, and the Morgan Adams Concours d’Elegance!  

We cannot wait to do it all again with you next year!

AN INCREDIBLE YEAR  
FOR THE SUMMER  
SPEEDWAY SERIES!

This 1937 Talbot-Lago Type 150-C-S, owned by the Mullin  

Automotive Museum, won the Joshua L. English Award for  

Best Automobile and the Brett M. Derosier Memorial Award  

for Best in Show.

Professional drivers Tanner Foust, Ashley Freiberg, and 

Randy Pobst after the Schomp Automotive ProAm.
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Earlier this summer, we 
unveiled a new look and feel 
for The Morgan Adams Foun-
dation. Over the past several 
months, you may have seen 
us slowly introduce our new 
logo and colors across our 
events, on our webpage, and 
on social media. Our new logo 
features Morgan’s flower and 
a new tagline that describes 
what we’re all about: Funding 
Kids’ Cancer Research.

We’re excited to take this step as we continue to 
broaden our reach and approach the $5 million mark 
in funding kids’ cancer research. The logo 
acknowledges the inspiration behind our organization 
and many of  our friends already associate it with MAF. 

In 1998, six-year-old Morgan Adams drew the flower 
when she was in first grade, just a few months before 
she passed away of a glioblastoma brain tumor.  
Morgan’s flower has been used as the logo for artma 

since the art event was first held in 2001. To 
accompany the new logo, we’ve selected a palette of 
colors that resonate with the personality of The 
Morgan Adams Foundation: both hopeful and 
optimistic for a bright, rewarding future, and always 
ready to learn and grow. 

Thank you for standing with us all these years. We  
hope you will join with us in proudly bearing Morgan’s 
flower in memory of Morgan and all the other children 
and young adults who have succumbed to this terrible 
disease, and in honor of those who are still in treatment 
or will deal with the side effects of treatment for the 
rest of their lives.

A New Look for The Morgan Adams Foundation


